
among the leaders in the church.  

But we all know that leading in 

Christõs name is all about serv-

ing in Christõs name. 

There are two sides to this min-

istry:  feeding our young disciples 

and encouraging them to feed 

others.  I donõt think we can do 

one without the other.   

In tough economic times such as 

these, people become even 

more conscious of their priori-

ties.  We think about whatõs 

really important; we surprise 

ourselves and others by becom-

ing more generous than ever! 

The beauty is that we receive 

something, too, when we give:  

Joy!   

The students, the PCM Board, 

and I pray for your continuing 

support of Protestant Campus 

Ministry.  We praise God for all 

that we receive. We simply 

couldnõt do it without you! 

 

Shalom ñ Maggie 
 
 

òWell done, good and faithful ser-

vant!  You have been faithful over a 

little; I will set you over much.  En-

ter into the joy of your master!ó 

Matt 25:21 

òTruly I tell you, just as you did it 

to one of the least of these who 

are members of my family, you 

did it to me.ó  
Matt 25:34 

The spring semester has come 

to an end and there is a 

strange silence surrounding 

me.  In the silence, I can take 

time to reflect on what we all 

learned this year, how we 

were stretched, and what we 

accomplished.  What I think 

about at these times is the 

ways we attempted to give. 

Learning to Give. Hereõs 

how I see it:  Children need to 

be given care and feeding, 

assurance of love and security, 

guidance and teachingñitõs all 

part of growing up.  But at 

some point we all must learn 

to become givers as well, to 

take our place in society 

among those who contribute 

to making this world a better 

place, to serving Christ by 

serving others.   

I encourage our students to 

give of themselves in ways 

they may not ever have done 

before, to take risks for the 

kingdom of God.  I want them 

to give until they are dangerously 

close to the edge of their comfort 

zonesñand then take another 

step!  All for the sake of Jesus.   

All the Ways We Give. How 

delightful it is to see them 

respond with energy and 

enthusiasm and courage!  We 

gave our time on special oc-

casions: at the CROP Walk, 

for Operation Christmas 

Child and the Empty Bowls 

Banquet.  We cooked and 

served at the Community 

Friendship meal  and we en-

tertained local children at the 

Renaissance Jamboree.  We 

gave of ourselves in the 

course of each week: we 

prayed together for any and 

all requests that were left in 

the prayer envelope outside 

our office, and we packed up 

leftover food every Friday 

evening, for the local Food 

Cupboard. 

Knowing Whatõs Important. 

One of the most important 

things we are doing in Cam-

pus Ministry is helping our 

young people become pre-

pared to take their place 

Your donations to 
PCM support: 

 

A full-time campus 

minister. 

Our ability to reach 

the student body with 

relevant information. 

Worship and study 

materials. 

Food for our weekly 
Main Event and other 

fellowship events. 

Professional speakers 

and musicians for 

retreats and other 
special events. 

Scholarships for stu-

dent conferences and 

mission trips. 

 

Please consider 

making a  

donation to  

PCM! 

A Year of Giving Dangerously  
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Food Recovery in the Commons 

Face-painting at Renaissance Jamboree 

Painting for Empty Bowls Banquet 

Serving at Community Friendship Meal 

Directing traffic for CROP Walk 
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As school wraps up and I face the 

summer ahead, it is easy to feel over-

whelmed by all the uncertainties in 

life. Will I get enough hours at 

work? Will I pass the PRAXIS II? Will 

I get along with my co-op for the 

Philly Practicum? What will I be doing 

next year after I graduate? I know Iõm 

not alone. With all that has been go-

ing in the world many people are 

feeling stressed. Itõs easy to worry, 

but Iõm constantly reminded that is 

not what God calls us to do, rather 

the opposite. It is times of uncertainty 

that stretch and ultimately, if we let 

them, strengthen our faith. So what 

can you, and I, do? 

Go outside for a few hours. Go 

walking, biking, horseback riding, kay-

aking, or rock climbing, whatever 

suits you. Inside the TV, internet, 

radio, newspapers, and various other 

influences bombard you with news of 

all thatõs wrong in the world. A trip 

outside always helps me to distance 

myself enough to look at things a bit 

more objectively. My dad and I went 

for a bike ride this morning and sim-

ply observed how lush and green eve-

rything is. We saw squirrels, geese, 

ducks turtles, a bull frog, and a chip-

munk. Just thinking about how they 

basked in the sun and carried on with 

their lives reminds me of Jesusõ prom-

ise to care for us as he does the spar-

rows.  

While youõre outside, pray. Find a 

quiet spot and tell God whatõs both-

ering you to get it off your mind. If it 

helps, write it down on a piece of 

paper and burn it. Then listen to the 

birds chirping merrily. Feel the breeze 

and the warmth of the sun. Touch the 

grass or the bark of a tree. Smell the 

flowers. Godõs reassurance can be felt 

in almost everything if we take the 

time to look for it. 

Seek a fresh perspective. Spend an 

afternoon at a soup kitchen, volun-

teer at a homeless shelter, tutor adult 

ESL students, work with Habitat for 

Humanity, visit someone in the hospi-

tal. Doing something for others al-

ways helps me gain a better, more 

positive attitude. Finally, get involved 

on a more permanent basis. Find 

something youõre passionate about. 

Only you know what it is. When 

youõre reading the headlines, what 

catches your eye or breaks your 

heart? Why? What can you do about 

it? Rather than worry about every-

thing thatõs wrong in the world, take 

action to right it, in whatever way you 

can. And ask God to show you the 

way.     

PCM. 

You're not going to see amazing 

things from God unless you take 

some risks.  Every time you go out 

on a limb and take a risk, and God 

meets you there, your faith is 

stretched and you grow.  Why 

should you see miracles if you are 

never in a situation where one is 

needed?  This was a lesson I learned 

from a PCM book group which mani-

fested itself into some real-life ex-

periences.  During my junior year at 

Bloomsburg, I planned a Christian 

group social to try to unite the vari-

Following is an excerpt from one of 

my journals. 

"October 18, 2005 - It was dawning on 

me today how long I'm actually going to 

be in college.  Four years in retrospect 

seems really short, but looking at it from 

this end seems so looong." 

Guess what, guys?  I've made it all 

the way through to the other side 

now, and looking at it in retrospect, 

four years really is short.  Here are a 

couple of the most important lessons 

I've learned in my time at Blooms-

burg - specifically, in my time with 

ous Christian groups on campus.  It 

was a God-thing from the beginning.  

In the end, between 40-50 people 

from 7 different groups showed up.  

Seeing the success that God brought 

to this event  strengthened my faith 

and my self-confidence immensely. 

Christian friends are a gift from 

God.  Through PCM, I  met some 

wonderful people who became my 

good friends.  At home, I always had 

trouble fitting in with the people 

around my age at church.  PCM 

friends were different.  They were 

closer to my age, going through the 

My Swan Songñby Debbie Jacobs, Class of ô09 

Dealing With Uncertainties ñby Megan Domanski  
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